EU Funded Research Project

Partner Search Form

	Date: 16/4/ 2007 
	Deadline:


Contact

	Organization
	Palacky University
	Department
	Department of Medical genetic and fetal medicine

	Contact person
	Ishraq DHAIFALAH 

	Email
	 Ishraq_dhaifalah@yahoo.com, Ishraq.Dhaifalah@fnol.cz 

	Address
	 Palacky University, Medical faculty, tř. Svobody 8



	Postcode
	771 26
	City  
	Olomouc

	Country
	Czech Republic

	Telephone
	+420 588 444 463


	Fax
	 +420 585 414 906

	Website
	 www.ulg.uopl.cz


Familiar with the European Framework Programme? ( YES      ( NO 

PROJECT

	Title: Improvement of prenatal and maternal care
	Acronym:  


	Project type
	X

Large-scale integrating collaborative project

  X

Small or medium-scale focused research collaborative project
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Targeted to SMEs
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Network of Excellence
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Coordination and Support Action
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Research for the benefit of  SMEs
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Other (Marie Curie Actions, ERA-NET…)



	Status
	  X  Planned for submission      [image: image6.wmf]n

m

l

k

j

 Running project

	Call references 
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 1st Call      X   2nd Call  


	Priorities’ Main Research Areas
(Topics from Workprogramme)
	Health- 2007- B-1.4.1.0-5: Improvement of prenatal and maternal care. Collaborative project.



	Keywords
	Invasive and non invasive methods of prenatal diagnosis, cytogenetic molecular genetic, ultrasound, biochemical markers, magnetic resonance and screening of women during pregnancy.

	Commitment/Work to be offered
	Traditional causes of fetal and neonatal mortality decreased dramatically over the last few decades in the developed world, which led to an increase in the awareness of other factors that have high impact on neonatal and child morbidity and mortality, such as congenital developmental defects and hereditary diseases. This has lead to a rapid development in prenatal diagnostic methods and the establishment of a new subspecialty of fetal medicine.

Fetal medicine is concerned with prenatal diagnosis and with secondary prevention of a birth of a child with a congenital defect. 

It also influences primary and tertiary prevention through preconceptional care, improvement of lifestyle of women and through the deployment of intra uterine therapy or even surgical intervention. This requires close collaboration of many medical specialties, psychological as well as pathological fields. The study will try to:

1. create new procedures and technologies 

2. improve current methods of prenatal diagnostics through their further development, 

3. include these methods among the common medical service both in out-patient and in in-patient care, 

4. elaborate new diagnostic and treatment procedures for the fetus 

5. verify their effectiveness

6. finally, prepare algorithms for mutual collaboration among individual medical fields aiming at optimization care of the mother and the fetus


	Partners already involved
	0

	Project budget (for the running projects)
	0


Profile of Partner Sought

	Role
	X  technology development

  X  research

 X training

x dissemination
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If another role expected, please specify it here
	

	Country /region
	 

	Start of partnership
	 X start-up phase  [image: image10.wmf]n
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 end-phase 

	Expertise required 
	    Fetal medicine, prenatal diagnosis, Gynecology and obstetric, Epidemiologists, Molecular Biologists, Molecular Cytogenetics.


I agree with the publication of my data

Please fill-in and return it to:

Dept. of Medical genetic and fetal medicine

University hospital, Olomouc, Czech Rep.

Dear all,

A group of Egyptian researchers are interested to join an already formed consortium if available or finding EU coordinator and partners to submit a proposal under the following topic: 

                  HEALTH-2007-1.2-6: High throughput molecular diagnostics in individual patients for genetic diseases with heterogeneous clinical presentation.

 I would appreciate it if you could disseminate this information among your researchers.

Thank you and best regards

Best Regards,

Yasmine M. Hassan Sabry

Systems Engineer, 

Computer Support Department

Egyptian National STI Network (ENSTINET)

101 Kasr El-Aini St., 12th Floor

Phone: +202 - 7920126 - 7964421

Fax: +202 - 7947807

URL: www.sti.sci.eg
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EU Funded Research Project

Partner Search Form

	Date:  3/6/2007
	Deadline:18 September 2007 


Contact

	Organization
	Cairo University Pediatric Hospitals
	Department
	Diabetes Endocrine Metabolism Pediatric Unit 



	Contact person
	 Ghada Mohamad Anwar, associate professor of pediatrics, Cairo University.

	Email
	 ghadamohanwar@yahoo.co.uk
ghanwar@kasralainy.edu.eg 

	Address
	 Work: Cairo University Pediatric Hospitals

Home: 94, khatem elmorsaleen street, Haram, Giza.



	Postcode
	 
	City Cairo
	 

	Country
	 Egypt 

	Telephone
	 20122196024

2025644829
	Fax
	 20223657505

	Website
	 www.aboulreesh.eg.net


Familiar with the European Framework Programme? ( YES      ( NO 

PROJECT

	Title: high throughput molecular diagnostics in individual patients for genetic diseases with heterogeneous clinical presentation.
	Acronym:  


	Project type
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Large-scale integrating collaborative project
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Small or medium-scale focused research collaborative project
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Targeted to SMEs
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Network of Excellence
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Coordination and Support Action
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Research for the benefit of  SMEs
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Other (Marie Curie Actions, ERA-NET…)



	Status
	  [image: image19.wmf]n

m

l

k

j

Planned for submission      [image: image20.wmf]n

m

l

k

j

 Running project

	Call references 
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 2nd Call  


	Priorities’ Main Research Areas
(Topics from Workprogramme)
	HEALTH-2007-1.2-6: High throughput molecular diagnostics in individual patients

for genetic diseases with heterogeneous clinical presentation.


	Keywords

Previous publications of the team

Role of the team seeking partner:
	Congenital adrenal hyperplasia, genital ambiguity, 21 hydroxylase deficiency.

· Genetic studies in congenital adrenal hyperplasia due to 21 hydroxylase deficiency in Egyptian patients. Isis Ghaly, Fatma El Mougy, Mona El Taggy & Mona Hafez. Journal of Arab Child 8(4), Dec 1997.

· Late onset congenital adrenal hyperplasia in Egyptian girls. Mona Hafez, Isis Ghaly, Nermine Salah, shereen Abd El Ghaffar & Lubna Fawaz. Hormone research 51(2),1999.  

· Prevalence of late onset congenital adrenal hyperplasia in 100 Egyptian women diagnosed as polycystic ovarian syndrome.  Mohamed Shereen, Fayza Abd El Hamid & Mona Hafez. British journal of Obstetric & Gynecology 105 (17) 1998

· Late onset congenital adrenal hyperplasia in Egyptian patients; clinical presentation, hormonal profile, molecular diagnosis and response to therapy. Mona Hafez, Lamia Mansour & Jean Fiete. The Journal of Arab Child 11(1), March 2000

· Congenital adrenal hyperplasia is still underdiagnosed. The need for routine neonatal screening. Mona Hafez, Nermine Salah, Isis Ghaly, , Fatma El Mougy & Shereen Abd El Ghaffar. The Gazette of Egyptian Pediatric association Journal of Arab Child 11(3), Sep 2000

1. collection and diagnosis of cases

2. addressing the clinical presentation

3. performing the hormonal profile of the cases

4. collection of the blood samples for DNA analysis

5. follow up of the cases



	Partners already involved
	

	Project budget (for the running projects)
	


Profile of Partner Sought

	Role
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If another role expected, please specify it here
	

	Country /region
	 Egypt – Cairo 

	Start of partnership
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 end-phase 

	Expertise required 
	DNA technology expertise




I agree with the publication of my data

Please fill-in and return it to:

Egyptian National Scientific & Technical Information Network (ENSTINET)

By email to: fp7@sti.sci.eg
By fax. To: (+202) 7947807

Dear Colleagues, 

Please, find attached a partner profile from a Spanish SME: SISTEMAS GENÓMICOS

Keywords of project:

Genome, transcriptome, splicing, GMO, cancer, molecular diagnostics, drug targets, therapeutic targets, molecular epidemiology, metagenome, cell free DNA, massive sequencing, rare diseases

Best regards,

Germán Rodríguez Somolinos

Jefe Dpto. Tecnologías Químico-Sanitarias y de los Materiales

CDTI. Dirección Nacional

C/ Cid, 4

28001 MADRID

Tfno: 915815500

Fax: 915815576

--- --- --- ---

Este mensaje, y en su caso, cualquier fichero anexo al mismo, puede contener información confidencial o legalmente protegida, siendo para uso exclusivo del destinatario. No hay renuncia a la confidencialidad o secreto profesional por cualquier transmisión defectuosa o errónea, y queda expresamente prohibida su divulgación, copia o distribución a terceros sin la autorización expresa del Centro para el Desarrollo Tecnológico Industrial (CDTI). Si ha recibido este mensaje por error, se ruega lo notifique al CDTI enviando un mensaje al remitente o al correo electrónico info@cdti.es y proceda inmediatamente al borrado del mensaje original y de todas sus copias. Gracias por su colaboración.

This message and any files sent herewith may contain confidential or legally protected Information, and are only intended for the eyes of the addressee. Reception by any other than the intended recipient does not waive CDTI's legal protection rights, and it is forbidden to report on, copy or deliver the information to third parties without CDTI's prior consent. Should you receive this communication by mistake, please immediately delete the original message and all the existing copies from your system and report to info@cdti.es or reply to sender. Thank you for your cooperation.
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	Partner Search



	7th. EU Framework Programme for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration (2007-2013)


PARTNER is looking for a Project

1.) PARTNER OFFERED

	Organisation
	SISTEMAS GENÓMICOS S.L.
	Type of organisation (IND, SME, RES, HE, others)
	SME

	Contact person
	David Garcia

	Email
	david.garcia@sistemasgenomicos.com


	Telephone
	+34 902 364 669

	Postcode, city
	46980, Paterna, VALENCIA

	Country
	SPAIN

	Website
	www.sistemasgenomicos.com


	Role in desired project
	technology development :  X 
	research :   X
	training :   

	
	dissemination :   
	demonstration : X  
	other  : X  

	Expertise offered and what I would like to do
	Sistemas Genomicos SL is a biotechnology company specialised in genetic testing and genome research. The company is the largest one providing DNA analysis in Spain and the only that has taken part in international genome sequencing projects. 

In the biomedical field, we provide an extensive range of genetic diagnostics, including many rare diseases. We perform as well Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis (diagnosis on one cell from an embryo) as assistance to reproduction genetics, amongst other similar and complementary techniques.

We are nowadays carrying several research projects regarding pathogenic alternative splicing events aiming to understand disease progression and to find new therapeutic targets.

Within the agri-food area, we provide services for the industry such as pathogen, GMO and allergens detection, genetic authentification of products, traceability services, etc.

We participated in the sequencing of Arabidopsis thaliana, and nowadays we are involved in the international consortium sequencing tomato genome.

We offer our expertise in the analysis of splicing events and PCR-based test. We offer as well our sequencing capabilities to assist in any project related to molecular biology.




I am familiar with the European Framework Programme: 

	YES X
	NO 


2.) COORDINATOR / PROJECT sought after (for proposal submission only)

	WP topic : HEALTH-2007, KBBE-2007 and SME-2007-1


	Project type
	Large scale integrating collaborative project
	X

	
	Small or medium-scale focussed research project
	X

	
	Collaborative projects targeted to SMEs
	X

	
	CA or SSA
	

	
	Network of Excellence
	X


	Keywords of project:
	Genome, transcriptome, splicing, GMO, cancer, molecular diagnostics, drug targets, therapeutic targets, molecular epidemiology, metagenome, cell free DNA, massive sequencing, rare diseases




I AGREE WITH THE PUBLICATION OF MY DATA

PLEASE FILL IN THE PROFILE FORM AND RETURN IT TO: david.garcia@sistemasgenomicos.com

Dear Colleagues, 

Please find attached the partner search for the 2nd call on the topic Efficacy of cognitive-behavior psychotherapy for stress management in cardiac surgery patients.

 Please disseminate this information to the interested parties in your countries.

 Thank you in advance,

Jurgita Stonyte

Health NCP, Bio NCP, Environment NCP, INCO NCP

Agency for International Science and Technology Development Programmes

A.Gostauto 12-218

01108 Vilnius, Lithuania

Phone +3705 2644714, fax +3705 2312292

www.tpa.lt

[image: image33.png]AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE
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PARTNER SEARCH FORM
	Date:
	2007.05.15

	Deadline:
	2007.06.15

	Call identifier:
	Health-2007-B


	CONTACT INFORMATION

	Type of organization: 
	 Research institute 



	Organization Name:
	Kaunas University of Medicine Institute of Cardiology
	Department:
	Lab. Clinical Cardiology and

Lab.of Biochemical Research

	Contact person:
	Dr. Margarita Beresnevaite
	Telephone:
	+370-37-30 28 99

	Address: 


	Sukileliu str 17

Kaunas


LITHUANIA
	Fax:


	+370-37-30 28 72

	Web site:
	
	E-mail:
	MargaritaBeresnevaite@hotmail.com 


	information about research group

	Description and expertise:
	The group of 7 researchers consists of doctor psychotherapist, psychologist, one cardio-surgeon, one -cardiologist and three - biochemists


	PROPOSAL DETAILS

	Specific programme, theme, area:
	Health

	Topic title in Work Programme:
	Self-management of the disease

	Proposal title, acronym:
	Efficacy of cognitive-behavior psychotherapy for stress management  in cardiac surgery patients

	Financial scheme:
	Small Collaborative Research



	Keywords: 
	Stress management, cognitive-behavior therapy, coronary heart disease, cardiac surgery patients

	Proposal description:
	Evaluation of the individual psychotherapy according to psychometric tests, cortisol and catecholamines, heart rate variability parameters, coronary heart disease pathogenic factors (platelet aggregation, C-reactive protein, fibrinogen, myeloperoxidase)

	Partners involved:
	Humboldt University (Germany, Berlin) – Prof.H.Deter, Dr.C.Weber

	Proposal status:
	Proposal elaboration 


	partner sought

	Type of organization:
	Research institute or University

	Role: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research 

	Expertise required:
	doctor psychotherapist, psychologist, cardio-surgeon, cardiologist, biochemist

	Country/region:
	


Dear Collegue:

 Please find attached the profile of the uruguayan academic ( Biology Parasitical Unit) who are looking for partners.

Thank you very much for spreading the profile.

 Best regards,

Lic. Marcela Olano Gossweiler 

Proyect Officer

Ministry of Education and Culture,

Reconquista 535,

11000 Montevideo, Uruguay

Tel/Fax: ++5982 916 1016 and 915 1045

Colaborative proposal

Our aim is to develop effective vaccines for liver fluke disease, a major health problem of livestock caused by the trematode parasite Fasciola hepatica, widespread in Europe, America and Oceania. On the other hand, F. hepatica causes significant human disease in developed countries affecting 4m people, with 180m people at risk of infection.

We propose an integrated strategy to provide new knowledge in key areas of the host-F. hepatica relationship that will assist the development of vaccines for fasciolosis. Studies on host immunity to fasciolosis suggest a complex host-parasite interaction which determines whether infection leads to chronic infection or acquired immunity. Evidence suggests that differences between host immune responses influence the host-parasite relationship. We have shown the feasibility of experimental vaccination of ruminants to control fasciolosis but this approach is constrained by the fact that subsets of animals do not respond to vaccination and understanding the molecular basis of this non responsiveness in ruminants is needed. 

General Objectives

We will compare the RNA/protein signatures associated with natural acquired immunity in susceptible sheep and compare these with signatures in vaccinated sheep to study variations in vaccine-induced protective immunity. 

We will define the ESTs and proteome of the juvenile stages of both Fasciola hepatica, and compare these datasets to identify cDNAs/proteins expressed which may contribute to immune evasion mechanisms of Fasciola: such molecules represent novel vaccine or drug targets. 

Novel and existing candidate vaccines developed in our laboratory such as leucine aminopeptidase (LAP) and thiredoxin glutathione reductase (TGR) will be further validated, optimised and tested in sheep and cattle: mucosal delivery of vaccines in live vectors will be assessed. 

Recent publications

Piacenza, L., Acosta, D., Basmadjian, I., Dalton, J.P., Carmona, C. (1999) Vaccination with cathepsin L proteinases and with leucine aminopeptidase induces high levels of protection against fascioliasis in sheep.  Infection and Immunity  67, 1954-1961.

Berasain, P., Carmona, C., Frangione, B., Dalton, J., Goñi, F. (2000) Interaction of Fasciola hepatica proteases with human IgG subclasses. Basis of parasite subversion of the humoral immune response. Experimental Parasitology 94, 99-110.

Torgerson, P. R., Carmona, C. and Bonifacino, R. (2000) Estimating the economic effects of echinococcosis: Uruguay an upper middle income developing country. Annals of Tropical Medicine and Parasitology, 94, 703-713

Alvarez, D., Medeiros, A., Míguez, M., Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Carmona, C., Nieto, A. Osinaga, E. (2001) O-glycosylation in Echinococcus granulosus: Identification and characterisation of the carcinoma associated Tn antigen. Experimental Parasitology, 98, 100-109.

Carnevale, S., Rodríguez, M., Guarnera, E., Carmona, C., Tanos, T. Angel, S. (2001) Inmunodiagnosis of fasciolosis using recombinant procathepsin L cysteine proteinase.  Diagnositic Microbiology and Infectious Disease, 41:43-49.

Touz, C., Nores, M., Slavin, I., Carmona, C., Conrad, J., Mowatt, M., Nash, T., Coronel., C., Lujan, H. (2002) The activity of a developmentally regulated cysteine proteinase is required for cyst wall formation in the primitive eukaryote Giardia lamblia, Journal of Biological Chemistry 277, 8474-8481.

Touz, C., Nores, M., Slavin, I., Piacenza, L., Acosta, D., Carmona, C., Luján, H. (2002) A membrane-associated dipeptidyl peptidase IV-homolog is involved in encystation-specific gene expression during Giardia differentiation. The Biochemical Journal 364, 703-710.

Bentancor, A, Piacenza, L., Carmona, C. (2002) Immunization with cathepsin L proteinases CL1 y CL2 secreted by Fasciola hepatica elicit a preferential type 1 response based on IgG2a antibodies in rats. Journal of Helminthology 76, 199-207.

Freire, T., Casaravilla, C., Carmona, C., Osinaga, E. (2002) Mucin type O-glycosylation in Fasciola hepatica: characterization of carcinoma associated Tn and sialyl-Tn antigens and evaluation of UDP-GalNAc:polypeptide-acetylgalactosaminyltransferase activity. International Journal for Parasitology 33, 47-56.


Freire, T., Robello, C., Casaravilla, C., Medeiros, A., Carmona, C., Osinaga, E. (2002) Antígenos mucínicos de O-glicolisación simple: nuevas similitudes moleculares entre células cancerosas y parásitos. Actas de Fisiología de la Facultad de Medicina, 8, 89-107.

Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Carmona, C. (2003) Characterization of carbohydrates of adult Echinococcus granulosus by lectin binding analysis. Journal of Parasitology. 89, 57-61.

Casaravilla, C., Freire, T., Malgor, R., Medeiros, A., Osinaga, E, Carmona, C. (2003) Mucin-type O--glycosylation in helminth parasites from major taxonomic groups: evidence for widespread distribution of the tn antigen (GalNAc-Ser/Thr) and identification of UDP-GalNAc:polypeptide n-acetylgalactosaminyltransferase activity. Journal of Parasitology. 89, 709-714.

Berasain, P., Carmona, C., Frangione, B., Cazzulo, J.J., Goñi, F. (2003) Specific cleavage sites on human IgG subclasses by cruzipain, the major cysteine proteinase from Trypanosoma cruzi. Molecular and Biochemical Parasitology 130, 23-29.

Moreno, M., Benavídez, U., Carol, H., Rosenkranz, C., Welle, M., Carmona, C., Nieto., A., Chabalgoity, J.A. (2004) Local and systemic immune responses to Echinococcus granulosus in experimentally infected dogs. Veterinary Parasitology 119, 37-50.

Cancela, M., Carmona, C., Rossi, S., Goñi, F., Berasain, P. (2004) Purification, characterization and immunolocalization of paramyosin from the adult stage of Fasciola hepatica. Parasitology Research 92, 441-448.

Maggioli, G., Piacenza, L., Carámbula, B., Carmona, C. (2004) Purification and characterisation of a thioredoxin reductase from Fasciola hepatica. Journal of Parasitology 90, 205-211.

Oku, Y., Malgor, R., Benavidez, U., Carmona, C., Kamiya, M. (2004) Control program against hydatidosis and the decreased prevalence in Uruguay. International Congress Series 1267, 98-104.

Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Rossi, A., Sakai, H., Nonaka, N., Kamiya, M., Carmona, C. (2005) Production and characterization of monoclonal antibodies against excretory / secretory products of adult Echinococcus granulosus, and their application to coproantigen detection. Parasitology International 54,  43-49.

Bessonart, M. E., Macedo, N., Carmona, C. (2005) High resolution B-scan ultrasound of hypertrophic scars. Skin Research and Technology 11; 185-188.

Ubillos, L., Medeiros, A., Cancela, M., Casaravilla, C., Saldaña, Y., Domínguez , L., Carmona, C., Le Pendu, J. ,Eduardo Osinaga. (2007) Characterisation of the carcinoma associated Tk antigen in helminth parasites. Experimental Parasitology. Doi.10.1016/jexppara.2006.12.009.

We would like to inform you that new data has been entered in the Partner Search area of BIONOVA’s special site for the FP7 Themes “Health” and “Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology”. 

BIONOVA has been appointed by the General Secretariat for Research and Technology as National Contact Point (NCP) for the FP7 Themes “Health” and “Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology” for the period 2007 – 2013. 

Dear Sir,

In the context of the FP7-SME-2007-2 topic on “Research for SME Associations”, BIONOVA proposes the development of a consortium to apply for this call. The topic of the project is “Improving the quality and safety of functional food products”. 

 In our days, there is a great popular demand to improve the functionality of our food ingredients but at the same to ensure the highest level of safety for the consumer. More specifically, the academic or RTD partners in this project will develop novel industrial QA/QC methods to improve the quality and safety levels of extraction and production of bio-drastic ingredients or natural extracts for the industrial production of functional foods. Furthermore the end users and BIONOVA will organize and execute the derived industrial processes for direct application and market exploitation. The results of this project will have a direct impact on the food industry, EU food production regulations.

Technically, the project requires:

 Participants

-          At least three SME Associations / Groupings, established in three different MS or AC, or one European SME association / grouping established in a MS or AC according to its national law and which is made up of a minimum of two independent legal entities, established in two different MS or AC.

-          RTD performers are legal entities able to carry out research and technological development activities for the benefit of the SME-AGs and in the interest of their SME members. Examples of RTD performers are universities, research organisations and industrial companies, including research performing SMEs.

In addition, other enterprises and end-users (including SMEs) may participate by making a particular contribution to the project and in solving specific problems or needs of the SME-AGs involved and the SMEs they represent, though not in a dominant role. They must be independent from any other participant. However, a limited number of individual SMEs (2-5) must participate to ensure that the results of the project address SME needs and can be used by a large number of SMEs. The scope of their activity will be focused on validation, take-up, training and dissemination activities, but not on research activities.

Type of activities

Research and technological activities are the core of the project. Demonstration activities are designed to prove the viability of new technologies that offer a potential economic advantage, but which cannot be commercialised directly. Other activities as appropriately and directly related to the project’s objectives that facilitate the take-up of results by the SMEs, in particular training, dissemination and networking. 

Resources and duration

The size of the consortium should typically be between 10 and 15 participants; in addition, the SME end users group should be limited to 2 to 5 members necessary to achieve the objective. The overall budget of the project should be between € 1,5 M to € 4 M and the duration between 2 to 3 years. 

I remain at your disposal for any enquiries

Sincerely yours,

 Evangelos Bonoris, MBA, D.I.C.

Managing Director BIONOVA Ltd

EuropaBio Board Member

NCP Coordinator for "Health" & "Bio"

Solomou & Stamatas 5A

GR-14 575, Stamata (Drossia)

phone: (+30) 210.800.49.10

fax: (+30) 210.800.49.13

www.bionova.gr / www.ncp-bionova.gr 

vbonoris@bionova.gr

Expression of interest for FP7 WORK PROGRAMME FOR HEALTH

Country: Romania

Contact person details: prof. dr. C. Ionescu-Tîrgovişte, Institute of Diabetes, Nutrition and Metabolic Disease “Prof. N. Paulescu”, Str. Ion Movilă nr. 5-7, sector 2, Bucharest  

Romania  

79811  

phone number:  021 210 64 60  

fax:  021 210 22 95

email:  cit@paulescu.ro


The Nutrition and Metabolic Diseases "Prof. Dr. N. Pa​u​lescu" Institute - located in Bucharest, contains in its organizational structure scientific medical research compartments, clinical departments, ambulatory departments and laboratories.

The starting period in organizing the Diabetes, Nutrition and Metabolic Diseases Clinic belongs to Prof. I. Pavel, who developed both the Anti-diabetes Centre (1942-1967), and the Diabetes Clinic (1948-1967), which for a short time was called Dietetics Clinic, then Nutrition and Dietetics Clinic, and finally Nutrition and Metabolism Clinic. The process of this creation was laborious and difficult, because its establishment coincided with the most dramatic period in modern history of Romania, that of the Second World War. At that time, this institution also included, alongside the Clinical Department, Dietetics and Experimental Medicine Departments. As it is presented in the next section of this paper, the Anti-diabetes Centre moved in several occasions in improvised headquarters, but with tenacity worthy of our full admiration managed not only to survive, but also to develop. The admiration is justified by the unique character of this bivalent institution (clinical/ambulatory), Prof. Pavel’s creation being the first of its kind in Europe, and also a model which was later followed by numerous other countries.


This Institute’s objectives are specialized health care, scientific medical research, specialized medical education, methodological and technical guidance for the specific country-wide network, as well as collaboration with institutions, physical and juridical persons within the country and abroad from its field of expertise.


Our institute has 200 hospital beds and a large ambulatory taken care of ~ 40.000 patients with diabetes from Bucharest and surroundings. 


Institute of Diabetes is interested in developing research projects focused on the direction of translational research in: epidemiological studies, pathogenetic and genetic studies, nutrigenetic, relation between alimentation and metabolic disease.  

Actar AB – Your Tool for Developing Your Medical Research into Clinical Drugs

Actar AB, a small/medium size Swedish biotechnology company, performs drug development in collaboration with academic researchers at European Universities. Together with the research group we identify and validate compounds active against the drug target discovered by the research group. Through high-throughput screening of chemical libraries, in innovative and relevant model systems, lead compounds are identified. The lead compounds are thereafter transferred to the pharmaceutical industry for further development into candidate drugs.

We have vast experience in collaborating with academic research groups, thus Actar AB is an ideal partner in FP7 calls where academic results should transfer into a drug development project. As the academic researcher provides scientific knowledge to each project, Actar AB’s activities are applicable to all fields of medicine involving development of small molecules active against a target.

Actar AB facilitate the first critical steps in drug development for the researcher

Actar's operations enable the key steps needed to attain Proof-of-Concept for a project initiated by an academic researcher by:

► Focus on molecules with chemical characteristics suitable for early drug development

► Conduct high quality laboratory operations within method development, chemical

     design, and high-throughput screening of in-house chemical libraries.

Actar provides key success factors to the project:

► Screening facilities including compound libraries, robotics and analysis software

► Competence in medicinal chemistry, screening technologies and project management

► Financial resources

More information is available on our website www.actar.se.

Best regards,

Mikael Hanson

Actar AB

Mobil: +46 (0)733 48 48 02

Fax: +46 (0)8 524 84 800

E-mail: mikael.hanson@actar.se

Web: www.actar.se

Address: Fogdevreten 2, S-171 77 Stockholm, Sweden

Visiting address: Nobels väg 3, Stockholm, Sweden

 Best regards

Gunnar Sandberg

Dear colleague,

A French consortium is looking for a partner for a project developed in the following thematic line : HEALTH-2007-1.2-5

Would you, please, find attached a description of what is look for.

￼

Best regards

---------------------------------------------------------------

Philippe ARHETS

Deputy-Director for European Affairs

DPRE - Inserm

Tel. : +33 1 44 23 61 88

Fax : +33 1 45 85 14 67

E-Mail : philippe.arhets@tolbiac.inserm.fr

Coordinator NCP-HEALTH / FP7

Dear NCPs Colleagues,

We would like to give notice among you that an Italian university is looking for partners.

 The  proposal is going to be submitted under HEALTH-2007, call B.

See below for the partner search details. 

 To receive contacts of the coordinator : 

tegas@apre.it

--------------------------------------------------- 

------- RICERCA PARTNER HEALTH-IT-SMCP-7 -------- 

--------------------------------------------------- 

<Riferimento: HEALTH-IT-SMCP-7>

<Data Scadenza: 12/12/2007>

<Programma: HEALTH>

<Titolo: Basic and Pharmacological Aspects of Cannabinoid Activity in Nervous and Reproductive Systems>

<Descrizione: Summary: This project will focus on the search of possibile correlations between:

-physiology of the nervous system [its involvement in neuroprotection, behaviour (stress and feeding behaviour included) as well as pain]

-reproduction and endocannabinoid system with a particular interest toward possible therapy using mechanisms activated by this system.

It is important to underline the differences existing between cannabinoids of endogenous or exogenous origin. Cannabinoids derive from Cannabis sativa (marijuana) and their use as therapeutic agent is very old. The main psychoactive component of Cannabis sativa, the delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), was isolated and its structure elucidated several years ago. However, biochemical basis of cannabinoid activity remained an enigma for more than 20 years. Only recently, the scientific community started to make light on the functionality of the cannabinoid system discovering its involvement in mechanisms affecting human health. Interestingly, numerous results concern on the ability to produce cannabinoid-like substances; this ability has been found in several different species, human included. This finding has opened an immense field of research including possible new therapy for nervous system diseases, alterations of feeding behaviour and the control of reproduction.  Studies carried out in non mammalian vertebrates demonstrate the high conservation degree of the system during evolution and its fundamental role in “master” functions.  

Endocannabinoid system is composed by receptors, their ligands and enzymes responsible of their production, transportation across plasma membranes and degradation. The endocannabinoids identified in mammalian brain are anandamide (AEA) and 2-arachydonoylglycerol (2-AG). These molecules bind membrane receptors linked to G proteins, named CB1 and CB2, which show a well defined pattern of expression: CB1 is mainly expressed in brain but it is also present in other organs, gonads included; CB2 is prevalently expressed in the immune system. Endocannabinoids are synthesized on demand through different pathways which involve several enzymes; in addition, there is an active system of degradation which includes an enzyme able to hydrolize fatty acids (FAAH), AEA included, and two lypases, 1,2-diacylglycerol &#61537; and &#61538; (DAGL &#61537; and &#61538;) responsible of 2-AG degradation.

Nervous system physiology:

Endocannabinoids are involved in the regulation of synaptic plasticity in the central nervous system, they can modify synaps efficacy inducing formation of transient and “long lasting” synapses which can induce/block neurotransmitter release.

The cannabinoids may modulate GABA transmission influencing mnestic and learning  hippocampus functions.  

The involvement of cannabinoids in pain modulation has been demonstrated in several animal models. Studies on stress-analgesia have demonstrated that the cannabinoid system activates both opioid and non-opioid pathways prompting for a therapeutic employment of cannabinoids in pain relief.

In rodents, endocannabinoid levels increase after period of food deprivation in brain areas involved in the control of food intake mechanisms (nucleus accumbens, hypothalamus). Since similar results were obtained in birds and, previously, in invertebrates it was suggested  that endocannabinoids behave as orexigenic agents through phylogeny.

Another function, played by endocannabinoids from invertebrates to mammals, is the modulation of the immune responses. It has been recently reported that AEA interacts, through CB1 and CB2 receptors, with cerebral microglia which is critical during injury conditions in limiting brain damage in patients suffering of multiple sclerosis, a disease with clear immune ethiology.

Reproduction:

There are many indications about the involvement of endocannabinoids in the secretion of GnRH, the hypothalamic factor responsible of the gonadotrophin release from the pituitary. It has been observed that addicted marijuana smokers show serious alterations of gonadal functionality much probably due to THC: in female, a decrease of LH has been described while in male also a decrease of testosterone with a following reduction of sperm production with reduced motility. In female, AEA, the main endocannabinoid, seems to influence blastocyst implantation.

It is generally accepted that the physiology of the nervous system influences mechanisms underlying reproduction.

The main goal of this project is to find cannabinoids, agonist/antagonist, to use as therapeutic agents for nervous system and reproductive tract failures (plasticity, stress, feeding behaviour, pain relief, sterility)

<Tipo Ente: Università>

<Partner richiesto: SMEs or/and researchers. Expertise required: 

-food intake behaviour by a group from mediterranean area.

At moment we have the possibility to form a group composed by Spanish, Hungarian and English scientists. 

>  

Dear colleagues,

Subject: The FP7 Coach: for all your FP7 projects.

Dear Mr. GIRCHEV:

The FP7 Coach is an e-book on subscription basis written to help you with preparing and managing your projects for the Seventh Framework Programme.  The e-book is structured around six distinctive phases that are valid for each FP7 project.  With practical examples, checklists, tables and flow charts, The FP7 Coach explains how to prepare and submit a proposal that will maximise your chances.  The book begins where the Guide for Applicants ends.

In addition, this book will assist you  - once a grant agreement has been established with the Commission -  in carrying out complex matters such as project management, administrative, legal, and regulatory aspects: administrative and financial burdens that can become a nightmare once the rules are neglected, ignored, or misunderstood.

The e-book will be regularly updated and currently contains 405 pages (version 1.2.1).  Periodically, subscribers will receive 250-300 additional and/or updated pages per year, which makes the e-book innovative in its own right.

Interested?  Please visit our website www.eurebooks.eu for more information, such as sample pages, Table of Contents, and a digital tour.  Also, we offer a free trial so you can see for yourself that The FP7 Coach gives excellent value for money.  Simply send an e-mail to info@eurebooks.eu, and we’ll send you a trial licence.

Best regards,

Henk van Ekelenburg (EUReBOOKS)

info@eurebooks.eu

Note from the Publisher:

Please be assured we will keep your record for the strict purpose of sending you information related to FP7 and The FP7 Coach.  In case you are no longer interested in receiving this kind of information, or have received this notification of registration without your consent, please don’t hesitate to send us an e-mail and we’ll no longer bother you.

Belarus NCP “Health” is looking for partnership the  Institute of Biophysics and Cell Engineering of National Academy of Sciences of Belarus to join the ES consortia of 7 FP Health 2007 1.4-6; Health 2007 1.4-7; Health 2007 1.4-9.

 Best regards

Vоlotovsky I.

 email: ipb@biobel.bas-net.by

	
	Partner Search



	7th. EU Framework Programme for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration (2007-2013)


COORDINATOR is looking for Partners

1.) COORDINATOR

	Organisation
	Universidad de Oviedo
	Type of organisation (IND, SME, RES, HE, others)
	RES

	Contact person
	Héctor González Pardo

	Email
	hgpardo@uniovi.es

	Telephone
	+34 985103212

	Postcode, city
	Oviedo - Asturias

	Country
	Spain

	Website
	www.uniovi.es


I am familiar with the European Framework Programme : 

	YES 


I have experience as a partner or coordinator :

	NO 


If yes, in which programmes/projects? 

…..

*************************************************************************************************************

PROJECT to be set up

	Title : Etiopathology of hepatic encephalopathy: behavioural, neuroendocrine, and immune interrelations

	Acronym : 
	WP topic : HEALTH-2.4.5-12


	Project type
	Large scale integrating collaborative project
	x

	
	Small or medium-scale focussed research project
	

	
	Collaborative projects targeted to SMEs
	

	
	CA or SSA
	

	
	Network of Excellence
	

	
	
	

	Status 
	planned for submission on :
	x

	
	running EU project
	


	Keywords of project:
	inflammation, liver cirrhosis, hepatic insufficiency, portal hypertension, minimum hepatic encephalopathy, animal models, chemokines, neuroendocrine system, immune system, digestive system, behaviour, brain function, neuropsychological tests



	Partners already involved :
	Maybe two research centres from London and Italy and two companies from Spain (in converstations)



	Brief project description :


	Inflammatory chemical mediators play a key role in the development of hepatic insufficency and associated encephalopathy. However, the complex interactions among neural, immune and endocrine factors leading to systemic inflammation involved in the neurological, endocrine and immune alterations typical of hepatic encephalopathy are not well known. Using different animal models of hepatic insufficency we aim to characterize in detail the early pathophysiological changes leading to mininum hepatic encephalopathy. We also expect to develop specific behavioural and neuropsychological tests to diagnose and characterize the early manifestations of hepatic encephalopathy in human patients. 




2.) PARTNER sought - after

	Role of partner
	technology development :   
	research :  x 
	training :  x

	
	dissemination:  x
	demonstration :  x
	other  :   

	Country /region
	Any country



	Type of organisation

(IND, SME, RES, HE, others)
	IND, SME, RES, HE,…



	Expertise required 
	


I AGREE WITH THE PUBLICATION OF MY DATA

PLEASE FILL IN THE PROFILE FORM AND RETURN IT TO: 

	[image: image34.emf]


	Partner Search



	7th. EU Framework Programme for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration (2007-2013)


PARTNER is looking for a Project

1.) PARTNER OFFERED

	Organisation
	SISTEMAS GENÓMICOS S.L.
	Type of organisation (IND, SME, RES, HE, others)
	SME

	Contact person
	David Garcia

	Email
	david.garcia@sistemasgenomicos.com


	Telephone
	+34 902 364 669

	Postcode, city
	46980, Paterna, VALENCIA

	Country
	SPAIN

	Website
	www.sistemasgenomicos.com


	Role in desired project
	technology development :  X 
	research :   X
	training :   

	
	dissemination :   
	demonstration : X  
	other  : X  

	Expertise offered and what I would like to do
	Sistemas Genomicos SL is a biotechnology company specialised in genetic testing and genome research. The company is the largest one providing DNA analysis in Spain and the only that has taken part in international genome sequencing projects. 

In the biomedical field, we provide an extensive range of genetic diagnostics, including many rare diseases. We perform as well Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis (diagnosis on one cell from an embryo) as assistance to reproduction genetics, amongst other similar and complementary techniques.

We are nowadays carrying several research projects regarding pathogenic alternative splicing events aiming to understand disease progression and to find new therapeutic targets.

Within the agri-food area, we provide services for the industry such as pathogen, GMO and allergens detection, genetic authentification of products, traceability services, etc.

We participated in the sequencing of Arabidopsis thaliana, and nowadays we are involved in the international consortium sequencing tomato genome.

We offer our expertise in the analysis of splicing events and PCR-based test. We offer as well our sequencing capabilities to assist in any project related to molecular biology.




I am familiar with the European Framework Programme: 

	YES X
	NO 


2.) COORDINATOR / PROJECT sought after (for proposal submission only)

	WP topic : HEALTH-2007, KBBE-2007 and SME-2007-1


	Project type
	Large scale integrating collaborative project
	X

	
	Small or medium-scale focussed research project
	X

	
	Collaborative projects targeted to SMEs
	X

	
	CA or SSA
	

	
	Network of Excellence
	X


	Keywords of project:
	Genome, transcriptome, splicing, GMO, cancer, molecular diagnostics, drug targets, therapeutic targets, molecular epidemiology, metagenome, cell free DNA, massive sequencing, rare diseases




I AGREE WITH THE PUBLICATION OF MY DATA

PLEASE FILL IN THE PROFILE FORM AND RETURN IT TO: david.garcia@sistemasgenomicos.com

Colaborative proposal

Our aim is to develop effective vaccines for liver fluke disease, a major health problem of livestock caused by the trematode parasite Fasciola hepatica, widespread in Europe, America and Oceania. On the other hand, F. hepatica causes significant human disease in developed countries affecting 4m people, with 180m people at risk of infection.

We propose an integrated strategy to provide new knowledge in key areas of the host-F. hepatica relationship that will assist the development of vaccines for fasciolosis. Studies on host immunity to fasciolosis suggest a complex host-parasite interaction which determines whether infection leads to chronic infection or acquired immunity. Evidence suggests that differences between host immune responses influence the host-parasite relationship. We have shown the feasibility of experimental vaccination of ruminants to control fasciolosis but this approach is constrained by the fact that subsets of animals do not respond to vaccination and understanding the molecular basis of this non responsiveness in ruminants is needed. 

General Objectives

We will compare the RNA/protein signatures associated with natural acquired immunity in susceptible sheep and compare these with signatures in vaccinated sheep to study variations in vaccine-induced protective immunity. 

We will define the ESTs and proteome of the juvenile stages of both Fasciola hepatica, and compare these datasets to identify cDNAs/proteins expressed which may contribute to immune evasion mechanisms of Fasciola: such molecules represent novel vaccine or drug targets. 

Novel and existing candidate vaccines developed in our laboratory such as leucine aminopeptidase (LAP) and thiredoxin glutathione reductase (TGR) will be further validated, optimised and tested in sheep and cattle: mucosal delivery of vaccines in live vectors will be assessed. 

Recent publications

Piacenza, L., Acosta, D., Basmadjian, I., Dalton, J.P., Carmona, C. (1999) Vaccination with cathepsin L proteinases and with leucine aminopeptidase induces high levels of protection against fascioliasis in sheep.  Infection and Immunity  67, 1954-1961.

Berasain, P., Carmona, C., Frangione, B., Dalton, J., Goñi, F. (2000) Interaction of Fasciola hepatica proteases with human IgG subclasses. Basis of parasite subversion of the humoral immune response. Experimental Parasitology 94, 99-110.

Torgerson, P. R., Carmona, C. and Bonifacino, R. (2000) Estimating the economic effects of echinococcosis: Uruguay an upper middle income developing country. Annals of Tropical Medicine and Parasitology, 94, 703-713

Alvarez, D., Medeiros, A., Míguez, M., Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Carmona, C., Nieto, A. Osinaga, E. (2001) O-glycosylation in Echinococcus granulosus: Identification and characterisation of the carcinoma associated Tn antigen. Experimental Parasitology, 98, 100-109.

Carnevale, S., Rodríguez, M., Guarnera, E., Carmona, C., Tanos, T. Angel, S. (2001) Inmunodiagnosis of fasciolosis using recombinant procathepsin L cysteine proteinase.  Diagnositic Microbiology and Infectious Disease, 41:43-49.

Touz, C., Nores, M., Slavin, I., Carmona, C., Conrad, J., Mowatt, M., Nash, T., Coronel., C., Lujan, H. (2002) The activity of a developmentally regulated cysteine proteinase is required for cyst wall formation in the primitive eukaryote Giardia lamblia, Journal of Biological Chemistry 277, 8474-8481.

Touz, C., Nores, M., Slavin, I., Piacenza, L., Acosta, D., Carmona, C., Luján, H. (2002) A membrane-associated dipeptidyl peptidase IV-homolog is involved in encystation-specific gene expression during Giardia differentiation. The Biochemical Journal 364, 703-710.

Bentancor, A, Piacenza, L., Carmona, C. (2002) Immunization with cathepsin L proteinases CL1 y CL2 secreted by Fasciola hepatica elicit a preferential type 1 response based on IgG2a antibodies in rats. Journal of Helminthology 76, 199-207.

Freire, T., Casaravilla, C., Carmona, C., Osinaga, E. (2002) Mucin type O-glycosylation in Fasciola hepatica: characterization of carcinoma associated Tn and sialyl-Tn antigens and evaluation of UDP-GalNAc:polypeptide-acetylgalactosaminyltransferase activity. International Journal for Parasitology 33, 47-56.


Freire, T., Robello, C., Casaravilla, C., Medeiros, A., Carmona, C., Osinaga, E. (2002) Antígenos mucínicos de O-glicolisación simple: nuevas similitudes moleculares entre células cancerosas y parásitos. Actas de Fisiología de la Facultad de Medicina, 8, 89-107.

Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Carmona, C. (2003) Characterization of carbohydrates of adult Echinococcus granulosus by lectin binding analysis. Journal of Parasitology. 89, 57-61.

Casaravilla, C., Freire, T., Malgor, R., Medeiros, A., Osinaga, E, Carmona, C. (2003) Mucin-type O--glycosylation in helminth parasites from major taxonomic groups: evidence for widespread distribution of the tn antigen (GalNAc-Ser/Thr) and identification of UDP-GalNAc:polypeptide n-acetylgalactosaminyltransferase activity. Journal of Parasitology. 89, 709-714.

Berasain, P., Carmona, C., Frangione, B., Cazzulo, J.J., Goñi, F. (2003) Specific cleavage sites on human IgG subclasses by cruzipain, the major cysteine proteinase from Trypanosoma cruzi. Molecular and Biochemical Parasitology 130, 23-29.

Moreno, M., Benavídez, U., Carol, H., Rosenkranz, C., Welle, M., Carmona, C., Nieto., A., Chabalgoity, J.A. (2004) Local and systemic immune responses to Echinococcus granulosus in experimentally infected dogs. Veterinary Parasitology 119, 37-50.

Cancela, M., Carmona, C., Rossi, S., Goñi, F., Berasain, P. (2004) Purification, characterization and immunolocalization of paramyosin from the adult stage of Fasciola hepatica. Parasitology Research 92, 441-448.

Maggioli, G., Piacenza, L., Carámbula, B., Carmona, C. (2004) Purification and characterisation of a thioredoxin reductase from Fasciola hepatica. Journal of Parasitology 90, 205-211.

Oku, Y., Malgor, R., Benavidez, U., Carmona, C., Kamiya, M. (2004) Control program against hydatidosis and the decreased prevalence in Uruguay. International Congress Series 1267, 98-104.

Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Rossi, A., Sakai, H., Nonaka, N., Kamiya, M., Carmona, C. (2005) Production and characterization of monoclonal antibodies against excretory / secretory products of adult Echinococcus granulosus, and their application to coproantigen detection. Parasitology International 54,  43-49.

Bessonart, M. E., Macedo, N., Carmona, C. (2005) High resolution B-scan ultrasound of hypertrophic scars. Skin Research and Technology 11; 185-188.

Ubillos, L., Medeiros, A., Cancela, M., Casaravilla, C., Saldaña, Y., Domínguez , L., Carmona, C., Le Pendu, J. ,Eduardo Osinaga. (2007) Characterisation of the carcinoma associated Tk antigen in helminth parasites. Experimental Parasitology. Doi.10.1016/jexppara.2006.12.009.
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PARTNER SEARCH FORM
	Date:
	2007.05.15

	Deadline:
	2007.06.15

	Call identifier:
	Health-2007-B


	CONTACT INFORMATION

	Type of organization: 
	 Research institute 



	Organization Name:
	Kaunas University of Medicine Institute of Cardiology
	Department:
	Lab. Clinical Cardiology and

Lab.of Biochemical Research

	Contact person:
	Dr. Margarita Beresnevaite
	Telephone:
	+370-37-30 28 99

	Address: 


	Sukileliu str 17

Kaunas


LITHUANIA
	Fax:


	+370-37-30 28 72

	Web site:
	
	E-mail:
	MargaritaBeresnevaite@hotmail.com 


	information about research group

	Description and expertise:
	The group of 7 researchers consists of doctor psychotherapist, psychologist, one cardio-surgeon, one -cardiologist and three - biochemists


	PROPOSAL DETAILS

	Specific programme, theme, area:
	Health

	Topic title in Work Programme:
	Self-management of the disease

	Proposal title, acronym:
	Efficacy of cognitive-behavior psychotherapy for stress management  in cardiac surgery patients

	Financial scheme:
	Small Collaborative Research



	Keywords: 
	Stress management, cognitive-behavior therapy, coronary heart disease, cardiac surgery patients

	Proposal description:
	Evaluation of the individual psychotherapy according to psychometric tests, cortisol and catecholamines, heart rate variability parameters, coronary heart disease pathogenic factors (platelet aggregation, C-reactive protein, fibrinogen, myeloperoxidase)

	Partners involved:
	Humboldt University (Germany, Berlin) – Prof.H.Deter, Dr.C.Weber

	Proposal status:
	Proposal elaboration 


	partner sought

	Type of organization:
	Research institute or University

	Role: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research 

	Expertise required:
	doctor psychotherapist, psychologist, cardio-surgeon, cardiologist, biochemist

	Country/region:
	


Dear NCPs Colleagues,

 We would like to give notice among you  that an Italian university is looking for partners.

 The  proposal is going to be submitted under HEALTH-2007, call B.

See below for the partner search details. 

 To receive contacts of the coordinator : 

tegas@apre.it

 We would be happy if you could distribute the partner search in your countries. Thanks a lot for your collaboration.

 <Riferimento: HEALTH-IT-SMCP-6>

 <Data Scadenza: 18/09/2007>

 <Programma: HEALTH>

 <Titolo: PREVENTION AND COMPLICANCES OF EARLY ONSET OBESITY>

 <Tipo Progetto: >

 <Descrizione: BACKGROUND: THE WORLDWIDE EPIDEMIC OBESITY MAKES OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE TO INVESTIGATE NEW APPROACHES TO PREVENT AND CURE EARLY ONSET OBESITY ESPECIALLY THROUGHOUT FEEDING AND LIFESTYLE MODIFICATIONS. 

IMPACT: TO REDUCE OBESITY PREVALENCE IN CHILDHOOD WILL ALLOW TO REDUCE THE PREVALENCE OF OBESITY COMPLICANCES IN CHILDHOOD AS WELL AS IN ADULTHOOD AND CONSEQUENTLY TO CUT DOWN THE SANITARY COSTS.>

 <Tipo Ente: Università>

 <Partner richiesto: UNIVERSITY - RESEARCH CENTRE >

Colaborative proposal

Our aim is to develop effective vaccines for liver fluke disease, a major health problem of livestock caused by the trematode parasite Fasciola hepatica, widespread in Europe, America and Oceania. On the other hand, F. hepatica causes significant human disease in developed countries affecting 4m people, with 180m people at risk of infection.

We propose an integrated strategy to provide new knowledge in key areas of the host-F. hepatica relationship that will assist the development of vaccines for fasciolosis. Studies on host immunity to fasciolosis suggest a complex host-parasite interaction which determines whether infection leads to chronic infection or acquired immunity. Evidence suggests that differences between host immune responses influence the host-parasite relationship. We have shown the feasibility of experimental vaccination of ruminants to control fasciolosis but this approach is constrained by the fact that subsets of animals do not respond to vaccination and understanding the molecular basis of this non responsiveness in ruminants is needed. 

General Objectives

We will compare the RNA/protein signatures associated with natural acquired immunity in susceptible sheep and compare these with signatures in vaccinated sheep to study variations in vaccine-induced protective immunity. 

We will define the ESTs and proteome of the juvenile stages of both Fasciola hepatica, and compare these datasets to identify cDNAs/proteins expressed which may contribute to immune evasion mechanisms of Fasciola: such molecules represent novel vaccine or drug targets. 

Novel and existing candidate vaccines developed in our laboratory such as leucine aminopeptidase (LAP) and thiredoxin glutathione reductase (TGR) will be further validated, optimised and tested in sheep and cattle: mucosal delivery of vaccines in live vectors will be assessed. 

Recent publications

Piacenza, L., Acosta, D., Basmadjian, I., Dalton, J.P., Carmona, C. (1999) Vaccination with cathepsin L proteinases and with leucine aminopeptidase induces high levels of protection against fascioliasis in sheep.  Infection and Immunity  67, 1954-1961.

Berasain, P., Carmona, C., Frangione, B., Dalton, J., Goñi, F. (2000) Interaction of Fasciola hepatica proteases with human IgG subclasses. Basis of parasite subversion of the humoral immune response. Experimental Parasitology 94, 99-110.

Torgerson, P. R., Carmona, C. and Bonifacino, R. (2000) Estimating the economic effects of echinococcosis: Uruguay an upper middle income developing country. Annals of Tropical Medicine and Parasitology, 94, 703-713

Alvarez, D., Medeiros, A., Míguez, M., Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Carmona, C., Nieto, A. Osinaga, E. (2001) O-glycosylation in Echinococcus granulosus: Identification and characterisation of the carcinoma associated Tn antigen. Experimental Parasitology, 98, 100-109.

Carnevale, S., Rodríguez, M., Guarnera, E., Carmona, C., Tanos, T. Angel, S. (2001) Inmunodiagnosis of fasciolosis using recombinant procathepsin L cysteine proteinase.  Diagnositic Microbiology and Infectious Disease, 41:43-49.

Touz, C., Nores, M., Slavin, I., Carmona, C., Conrad, J., Mowatt, M., Nash, T., Coronel., C., Lujan, H. (2002) The activity of a developmentally regulated cysteine proteinase is required for cyst wall formation in the primitive eukaryote Giardia lamblia, Journal of Biological Chemistry 277, 8474-8481.

Touz, C., Nores, M., Slavin, I., Piacenza, L., Acosta, D., Carmona, C., Luján, H. (2002) A membrane-associated dipeptidyl peptidase IV-homolog is involved in encystation-specific gene expression during Giardia differentiation. The Biochemical Journal 364, 703-710.

Bentancor, A, Piacenza, L., Carmona, C. (2002) Immunization with cathepsin L proteinases CL1 y CL2 secreted by Fasciola hepatica elicit a preferential type 1 response based on IgG2a antibodies in rats. Journal of Helminthology 76, 199-207.

Freire, T., Casaravilla, C., Carmona, C., Osinaga, E. (2002) Mucin type O-glycosylation in Fasciola hepatica: characterization of carcinoma associated Tn and sialyl-Tn antigens and evaluation of UDP-GalNAc:polypeptide-acetylgalactosaminyltransferase activity. International Journal for Parasitology 33, 47-56.


Freire, T., Robello, C., Casaravilla, C., Medeiros, A., Carmona, C., Osinaga, E. (2002) Antígenos mucínicos de O-glicolisación simple: nuevas similitudes moleculares entre células cancerosas y parásitos. Actas de Fisiología de la Facultad de Medicina, 8, 89-107.

Casaravilla, C., Malgor, R., Carmona, C. (2003) Characterization of carbohydrates of adult Echinococcus granulosus by lectin binding analysis. Journal of Parasitology. 89, 57-61.

Casaravilla, C., Freire, T., Malgor, R., Medeiros, A., Osinaga, E, Carmona, C. (2003) Mucin-type O--glycosylation in helminth parasites from major taxonomic groups: evidence for widespread distribution of the tn antigen (GalNAc-Ser/Thr) and identification of UDP-GalNAc:polypeptide n-acetylgalactosaminyltransferase activity. Journal of Parasitology. 89, 709-714.

Berasain, P., Carmona, C., Frangione, B., Cazzulo, J.J., Goñi, F. (2003) Specific cleavage sites on human IgG subclasses by cruzipain, the major cysteine proteinase from Trypanosoma cruzi. Molecular and Biochemical Parasitology 130, 23-29.

Moreno, M., Benavídez, U., Carol, H., Rosenkranz, C., Welle, M., Carmona, C., Nieto., A., Chabalgoity, J.A. (2004) Local and systemic immune responses to Echinococcus granulosus in experimentally infected dogs. Veterinary Parasitology 119, 37-50.
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